[Clinical proarrhythmias induced by anti-arrhythmic drugs, non-cardiovascular agents and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators].
The authors survey the electrophysiological mechanisms and clinical spectrum of the aggravation of cardiac arrhythmias provoked by antiarrhythmic drugs, non-cardiovascular agents and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators. The main aspects of the recognition, the differential diagnostics and the therapy are discussed. It is demonstrated that prevention of drug-induced arrhythmogenesis necessitates a fundamental understanding of the risk factors of proarrhythmias and of the clinical pharmacological properties of the drugs that are intended to be used, including proarrhythmic drug interactions. A systematic account is presented of those drugs prescribed in non-arrhythmic diseases which may lead to out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. The proarrhythmias that may be observed in recipients of implantable cardioverter-defibrillators are discussed, as are the undesirable interactions between these devices and antiarrhythmic drugs in such patients.